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COE hosts 13th annual Art Extravaganza 
February 6, 2017 
 
13th annual Art Extravaganza artists and art teachers 
New artwork lines the walls of the first and second floors of Georgia Southern University’s College of 
Education (COE) classroom building.  
Each year, the COE Partnership Council invites regional P-12 schools to submit their top three pieces of 
student artwork. The College then spotlights these exceptional students and their art by framing and 
displaying the artwork in the building for a year. 
To signify the opening of the new exhibition of artwork, the College hosts Art Extravaganza as a “gallery” 
opening and recognition ceremony for featured artists and their supporters.  
On Sunday, February 5, friends and family gathered to recognize the over 40 artists whose artworks are 
now on display in the College of Education for the 13th annual Art Extravaganza. State School 
Superintendent Richard Woods was the guest speaker. Woods spoke of the importance of art, not only 
in education but for him personally as well. 
A high school educator for over 14 years, Woods said that when trying to decide what his career path 
would look like, he was torn between teaching either social studies or art. 
“As I reflect on that, even though I took the path of becoming a social studies teacher, one of the things I 
found out is that I incorporated art into my teaching all the time,” said Woods. “We made arrowheads 
and spear points…byzantine mosaics…and created a coat of arms.” 
 
State School Superintendent Richard Woods (pictured right) and wife Lisha speak with Statesboro High 
School ninth grader and Art Extravaganza artist Victory Lee and her mother. 
Woods pointed out that during the recession, art programs in schools suffered and were often one of 
the first expenses to be cut. He, however, expressed the relevance for all students to be exposed to the 
fine arts in their P-12 education environment. 
“I think about if I had been without art in my classroom,” said Woods. “I wouldn’t have been the 
effective social studies teacher that I ended up being.” 
“Art is really a key,” Woods added. “A key that opens up an individual’s heart, an individual’s mind, and 
also opens up the world.” 
Woods and Thomas Koballa, Ph.D., dean of the College of Education, were pictured with students after 
being presented with a certificate acknowledging their achievement. After the ceremony concluded, 
artists and their supporters were invited to enjoy refreshments and peruse the halls to view the new 
artwork. 
Contributing schools for the 2017-2018 Art Extravaganza include: Statesboro High School; Taylors Creek 
Elementary; Southeast Bulloch Middle; Julia P. Bryant Elementary; Brooklet Elementary; Stilson 
Elementary; Portal Elementary; Virginia L. Heard Elementary; Sallie Zetterower Elementary; Mill Creek 
Elementary; Lyman Hall Elementary; Bryan County Elementary; Blandford Elementary; Juliette Low 
Elementary; Effingham County High; Richmond Hill Middle; and Portal Middle High Schools. 
Art Extravaganza began in 2004 as an initiative to recognize student art and the work of certified art 
teachers, many of whom are Georgia Southern alumni. Each spring, a new exhibit opens and the artwork 
remains on display for a full year. The Art Extravaganza is sponsored by the College of Education’s 
Partnership Council headed by faculty member Christine Draper, Ph.D. The event is coordinated by 
Draper; Director of Field Experiences and Partnerships Pat Parsons; Administrative Specialist Lisa Wilson; 
and Administrative Assistant Janina Jones. 
 
 Click here to view photos of the event! 
 
  
National Youth-At-Risk Conference set for March 5-8 in 
Savannah 
February 6, 2017 
 
Georgia Southern University’s College of Education and The Division of Continuing Education will host 
the 28th annual National Youth-At-Risk Conference March 5-8 at the Hyatt Regency in Savannah. 
This year’s theme, “Helping Adults Serve Youth,” complements the conference’s goal of training adults 
who serve youth to create safe, healthy, caring and intellectually empowering educational environments 
that foster the wellbeing of all children and adolescents. 
More than 1,200 attendees from across the United States are expected for the conference, which will 
feature three keynote speakers and more than 120 presentations by nationally and internationally 
recognized presenters. 
In these presentations, participants learn about current research-based educational programs and 
strategies, which empower young people to overcome at-risk conditions that may threaten their safety, 
health, emotional needs and academic achievement. 
This year’s keynote speakers include: Manny Scott, an Original Freedom Writer who will speak on “The 
Power of One: Reaching the Unreachable Youth.” Alan Sitomer, California Teacher of the Year, will 
present, “Bringing Rigorous Learning to Life: Having Your Academic Cake and Eating It, Too!” Finally, 
Joanne Billingsley, an award-winning teacher and author will present, “Unleashing a Mindset of 
Achievement.” 
During the conference, participants also can expect to gain knowledge of proactive solutions and best 
practices for meeting the serious challenges faced by youth today such as: school violence, poverty, 
learning difficulties, illiteracy, boredom, apathy, misbehavior, dropout, drugs, bullying, gangs, teen 
pregnancy, sexual harassment, racism and more. Furthermore, participants gain effective educational 
tools to build strong caring schools, communities and families, which can meet the diverse needs of all 
young people. 
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 
more than 125 degree programs serving 20,674 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers 
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of academic 
achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on approach to 
education. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu. 
Original article was posted in Georgia Southern University’s Newsroom. 
 
  
Potential students join COE for Visit Day 
February 6, 2017 
 
Attendees for the College of Education’s Spring 2017 Visit Day 
  
Twenty-four students along with their supporters gathered at Georgia Southern University on Friday, 
February 3, to participate in the College of Education’s Visit Day.  
Attendees were treated to a lunch with faculty and staff representatives where they heard from 
featured student speaker Micaiah “Mickey” Watson, a senior early childhood education major. Watson 
explained that he transferred to Georgia Southern because of the notoriety of the University’s education 
programs. 
“Throughout high school and even at my former college, so many of my teachers earned their degrees 
from Georgia Southern, and [they] loved it,” said Watson. 
Nearing the end of his degree program, Watson said he now understands why he was encouraged to 
attend Georgia Southern. 
“In the College of Education, you are surrounded by people who understand your passion to teach,” said 
Watson. “And not only that, these teachers care. They want you to succeed, and they prepare you for 
your future career in education. I say, with a heart of pride, that Georgia Southern is the choice for 
education,” he added. 
 
Dean of the College of Education, Thomas Koballa, Ph.D.  is pictured conversing with attendees of the 
College’s Visit Day event. 
Many of the potential students attending Visit Day were still considering what area of education they 
would like to pursue. 
High school senior Bryce Harrison of Vidalia, Georgia, said that ultimately he was interested in coaching 
football. An athlete at his high school, Harrison realized a natural talent for sports statistics and play calls 
that he feels would make him a strong coach. Harrison said he believes the future path for him will 
include middle grades social science education.  
“I love history, and I am strong in my history classes,” explained Harrison. “I also have younger brothers 
so I like the idea of teaching at a middle school.” 
Caylin Contordi of Fannin County, Georgia is a high school junior. She said she already knows that 
teaching is the right career path for her thanks to her school’s Teaching as a Profession Pathway 
program. Contordi has been observing a middle school language arts course, and says that she is not 
sure whether she would like to teach middle or high school English. 
“I enjoy being in the classroom,” said Contordi. “I have always loved English and writing, and I want to 
help others love it as well.” 
Participants in COE’s Visit Day also attended information sessions about the education degree programs, 
participated in a panel with current education majors and graduates, and experienced a COE course 
during a mock college classroom activity.  
The College of Education hosts Visit Day twice each year. The next Visit Day will be held during Fall 
semester 2017. For more information, visit http://admissions.georgiasouthern.edu/visit/on-campus-
events/ and select “major-specific visits.” 
 
